COMPARISON OF MAJOR PARTY
PLATFORM 2016 POSITIONS
A Non-Partisan Review of Six Critical Issues Key to Faith-based Voters
PARTY

Life & Abortion

Marriage

REPUBLICAN

DEMOCRATIC

LIBERTARIAN

“We support the appointment of judges who
respect traditional family values and the sanctity
of innocent human life. We oppose the nonconsensual withholding or withdrawal of care or
treatment, including food and water, from
individuals with disabilities, newborns, the elderly,
or the infirm, just as we oppose euthanasia and
assisted suicide. (pgs. 13-14)
We oppose the use of public funds to perform or
promote abortion or to fund organizations, like
Planned Parenthood, so long as they provide or
refer for elective abortions or sell fetal body parts
rather than provide healthcare. … We will not
fund or subsidize healthcare that includes
abortion coverage.” (pg. 13)

“Will appoint judges who will …protect a
woman’s right to safe and legal abortion (pg. 25);
Democrats are committed to protecting and advancing reproductive health, rights, and justice. …
every woman should have access to quality
reproductive health care services, including safe
and legal abortion—regardless of where she lives,
how much money she makes, or how she is insured. We …will continue to stand up to
Republican efforts to defund Planned Parenthood
health centers …and seek to overturn federal and
state laws and policies that impede a woman’s
access to abortion, including by repealing the
Hyde Amendment.” (pg. 37)

“Individuals should be free to make choices for
themselves and must accept responsibility for the
consequences of the choices they make. Our
support of an individual’s right to make choices in
life does not mean that we necessarily approve or
disapprove of those choices. No individual, group,
or government may initiate force against any
other individual, group, or government.” (pg. 2)

“We condemn the Supreme Court’s ruling in
United States v. Windsor, which wrongly removed
the ability of Congress to de¬ne marriage policy
in federal law. We also condemn the Supreme
Court’s lawless ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges ....In
Obergefell, unelected lawyers robbed 320
million Americans of their legitimate constitutional authority to de¬fine marriage as the union
of one man and one woman.” (p.11)

“Democrats applaud last year’s decision by the
Supreme Court that recognized LGBT people—
like every other American—have the right to
marry the person they love. But there is still much
work to be done. …Democrats will fight for the
continued development of sex discrimination law
to cover LGBT people. We will also fight for comprehensive federal non-discrimination protections
for all LGBT Americans, to guarantee equal rights
in areas such as housing, employment, public
accommodations, credit, jury service, education,
and federal funding.” (p.19)

“Sexual orientation, preference, gender, or gender
identity should have no impact on the government’s treatment of individuals, such as in current
marriage, child custody, adoption, immigration or
military service laws. Government does not have
the authority to define, license or restrict personal
relationships. Consenting adults should be free to
choose their own sexual practices and personal
relationships.” (pgs. 2-3)

“Government should be kept out of the matter,
leaving the question to each person for their
conscientious consideration.” (pg. 3)
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PARTY

Religious Freedom

2nd Amendment

“We value the right of America’s religious leaders
to preach, and Americans to speak freely,
according to their faith. Republicans believe the
federal government, specifi¬cally the IRS, is
constitutionally prohibited from policing or
censoring speech based on religious convictions
or beliefs, and therefore we urge the repeal of the
Johnson Amendment.” (p.11)

“Democrats know that our nation, our communities, and our lives are made vastly stronger and
richer by faith in many forms and the countless
acts of justice, mercy, and tolerance it inspires. We
believe in lifting up and valuing the good work of
people of faith and religious organizations
and fi¬nding ways to support that work where
possible.” (p.19)

“We uphold the right of individuals to keep and
bear arms, a natural inalienable right that predates
the Constitution and is secured by the Second
Amendment. Lawful gun ownership enables
Americans to exercise their God-given right of
self-defense for the safety of their homes, their
loved ones, and their communities. … We support
firearm reciprocity legislation to recognize the
right of law-abiding Americans to carry firearms to
protect themselves and their families in all 50
states. We support constitutional carry statutes
and salute the states that have passed them. We
oppose ill-conceived laws that would restrict
magazine capacity or ban the sale of the most
popular and common modern rifle. We also
oppose any effort to deprive individuals of their
right to keep and bear arms without due process
of law.” (pgs. 12-13)

“We can respect the rights of responsible gun
owners while keeping our communities safe. To
build on the success of the lifesaving Brady
Handgun Violence Prevention Act, we will expand
and strengthen background checks and close
dangerous loopholes in our current laws; repeal
the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act
(PLCAA) to revoke the dangerous legal immunity
protections gun makers and sellers now enjoy;
and keep weapons of war—such as assault
weapons and large capacity ammunition
magazines (LCAM's)—off our streets. We will fight
back against attempts to make it harder for the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives to revoke federal licenses from law
breaking gun dealers, and ensure guns do not fall
into the hands of terrorists, intimate partner
abusers, other violent criminals, and those with
severe mental health issues. “ (pg. 39)

“We support full freedom of expression and
oppose government censorship, regulation or
control of communications media and
technology. We favor the freedom to engage in
or abstain from any religious activities that do
not violate the rights of others. We oppose
government actions which either aid or attack
any religion.” (pg. 2)

“The only legitimate use of force is in defense of
individual rights—life, liberty, and justly acquired
property—against aggression. This right inheres
in the individual, who may agree to be aided by
any other individual or group. We affirm the
individual right recognized by the Second
Amendment to keep and bear arms, and oppose
the prosecution of individuals for exercising their
rights of self-defense. Private property owners
should be free to establish their own conditions
regarding the presence of personal defense
weapons on their own property. We oppose all
laws at any level of government restricting,
registering, or monitoring the ownership,
manufacture, or transfer of firearms or
ammunition.”(pg. 3)
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“Beyond our mutual strategic interests, Israel is
likewise an exceptional country that shares our
most essential values. It is the only country in the
Middle East where freedom of speech and
freedom of religion are found. Therefore, support
for Israel is an expression of Americanism, and it is
the responsibility of our government to advance
policies that reflect Americans’ strong desire for a
relationship with no daylight between America
and Israel. We recognize Jerusalem as the eternal
and indivisible capital of the Jewish state and call
for the American embassy to be moved there in
fulfillment of U.S. law. We reaffirm America’s
commitment to Israel’s security and will ensure
that Israel maintains a qualitative military edge
over any and all adversaries. We support Israel’s
right and obligation to defend itself against terror
attacks upon its people and against alternative
forms of warfare being waged upon it legally,
economically, culturally, and otherwise. We reject
the false notion that Israel is an occupier and
specifically recognize that the Boycott,
Divestment, and Sanctions Movement (BDS) is
anti-Semitic in nature and seeks to destroy Israel.
Therefore, we call for effective legislation to
thwart actions that are intended to limit
commercial relations with Israel, or persons or
entities doing business in Israel or in Israelicontrolled territories, in a discriminatory manner.”
(pg. 47)

“A strong and secure Israel is vital to the United
States because we share overarching strategic
interests and the common values of democracy,
equality, tolerance, and pluralism. That is why we
will always support Israel’s right to defend itself,
including by retaining its qualitative military edge,
and oppose any effort to delegitimize Israel,
including at the United Nations or through the
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions Movement.
We will continue to work toward a two-state
solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
negotiated directly by the parties that guarantees
Israel’s future as a secure and democratic Jewish
state with recognized borders and provides the
Palestinians with independence, sovereignty, and
dignity. While Jerusalem is a matter for final status
negotiations, it should remain the capital of Israel,
an undivided city accessible to people of all faiths.
Israelis deserve security, recognition, and a normal
life free from terror and incitement. Palestinians
should be free to govern themselves in their own
viable state, in peace and dignity.” (pgs. 49-50)

[Nothing specifically stated in the platform, but in
section 3.3, “International Affairs”, they state] “We
would end the current U.S. government policy
of foreign intervention, including military and
economic aid. We recognize the right of all people
to resist tyranny and defend themselves and their
rights.” (pg. 6)

PARTY

Support for Israel

We encourage readers to study the full text of Party Platforms found at www.saltandlightcouncil.org/elections-voting/
This guide has been legally approved for Churches and 501 (c)3 organizations to share and distribute freely.

REPUBLICAN

DEMOCRATIC

LIBERTARIAN

“Climate change is an urgent threat and a defining
challenge of our time…. We believe America must
be running entirely on clean energy by
mid-century.” (p.27)

“Competitive free markets and property rights
stimulate the technological innovations and
behavioral changes required to protect our
environment and ecosystems. Private landowners
and conservation groups have a vested interest
in maintaining natural resources. Governments …
have a terrible track record when it comes to
environmental protection. Protecting the
environment requires a clear definition and
enforcement of individual rights and
responsibilities regarding resources like land,
water, air, and wildlife. Where damages can be
proven and quantified in a court of law,
restitution to the injured parties must be
required.”

PARTY

Climate Change &
Use of US Energy Resources

“Information concerning a changing climate,
especially projections into the long-range future,
must be based on dispassionate analysis of hard
data. We will enforce that standard throughout
the executive branch, among civil servants and
presidential appointees alike. The United Nations’
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is a
political mechanism, not an unbiased scientific
institution. Its unreliability is reflected in its
intolerance toward scientists and others who
dissent from its orthodoxy. … We reject the
agendas of both the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris
Agreement, …” (pg. 22)
“Energy is both an economic and national security
issue. We support the enactment of policies to
increase domestic energy production, including
production on public lands, to counter market
manipulation by OPEC and other nationallyowned oil companies. This will reduce America’s
vulnerability to energy price volatility.” (pg. 20)

“Global Climate Leadership: Climate change poses
an urgent and severe threat to our national
security, and Democrats believe it would be a
grave mistake for the United States to wait for
another nation to take the lead in combating the
global climate emergency. … In the first 100 days
of the next administration, the President will
convene a summit of the world’s best engineers,
climate scientists, policy experts, activists, and
indigenous communities to chart a course to
solve the climate crisis. … we applaud President
Obama's leadership in forging the historic Paris
climate change agreement. We will not only meet
the goals we set in Paris, we will seek to exceed
them and push other countries to do the same.”
(pg. 45)

“While energy is needed to fuel a modern society,
government should not be subsidizing any
particular form of energy. We oppose all
government control of energy pricing, allocation,
and production.” (pg. 4)
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